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Patrick Dame has served as Executive Director of Rapid City Regional Airport since 2015, leading a major 
terminal expansion and helping grow passenger traffic, air service, and revenue. With more than 25 years in 
aviation, he brings experience from airport leadership roles across the Upper Midwest and a focus on the 
critical role rural airports play in connectivity, economic development, and reliable air service. He has worked 
closely with South Dakota’s congressional delegation on aviation infrastructure and air service development 
priorities, and he is actively involved in legislative outreach and airport industry organizations. A licensed 
private pilot with instrument privileges, he holds a B.S. in Aviation Management from St. Cloud State 
University. 
 


