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Ed Bagden serves as Director of Operations and Academic Programs at LIFT Academy, the flight training 
academy of Republic Airways. He oversees flight operations, training, safety, and strategic initiatives 
focused on preparing students for the demands of professional aviation. 
  
Before joining LIFT, Ed worked as an airline pilot and flight operations leader, bringing experience from 
both the flight deck and airline management into his current role. His work centers on strengthening the 
connection between flight training and airline operations, with an emphasis on practical instruction, 
student outcomes, and scalable pilot development. 
  
Ed is based in Indianapolis, Indiana, and works with airline, education, regulatory, and industry partners 
to support the future of the aviation workforce. 

 


