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Dana Donati is the CEO of Breaking Down Barriers, an aviation nonprofit dedicated to providing 
workforce development funding for flight training to high-achieving minorities and transforming 
communities in Dallas through aviation. She previously served as CEO of United Aviate Academy, 
Director at LIFT Academy, and was a Captain and Assistant Chief Pilot at Republic Airways. Dana 
holds a current CFI certificate and type ratings for the Dash 8 Q400 and Embraer 
170/175/190/195. 
 
She earned her MBA in Aviation and Leadership from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, a 
Bachelor of Science in Aviation Management from Robert Morris University, and an Associate 
Degree in Professional Pilot from the Community College of Beaver County. 


